Genichi Taguchi

Born:  January 1, 1924

To see a picture of Genich Taguchi, click here:

http://www.skymark.com/resources/leaders/taguchi.asp

Genichi Taguchi attended Kiryu Technical College where he studied textile engineering.  From 1942 to 1945, he served in the Astronomical Department of the Navigation Institute of the Imperial Japanese Navy.  After that, he worked in the Ministry of Public Health and Welfare and the Institute of Statistical Mathematics, Ministry of Education.  While working there, he was educated by Matosaburo Masuyama on the use of orthogonal arrays and also on different experimental design techniques.


In 1950, he began working at the newly formed Electrical Communications Laboratory of the Nippon Telephone and Telegraph Company.  He stayed there for more than 12 years and was responsible for training engineers to be more effective with their techniques.  While he was there he consulted with many different Japanese companies and also wrote his first book on orthogonal arrays.


He served as a visiting Professor at the Indian Statistical Institute from 1954 to 1955.  While he was there, Taguchi met Sir R.A. Fisher and Walter A. Shewhart.  He published the first edition of his two-volume book on Experimental design in 1958.  He made his first visit to the United States in 1962 where he was a visiting Professor at Princeton University.  In the same year, he was also awarded his PhD from Kyushu University.


He developed the concept of the Quality Loss Function in the 1970’s.  He also published the third and most current edition of his book on experimental designs.  He revisited the United States in 1980 and from then his methods spread and became more widely used.  Genichi Taguchi made many important contributions during his lifetime.  Some of his most important were probably to the field of quality control.  However he did make many important contributions to experimental design. 
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