George Waddell Snedecor

Born:  1882 in Memphis, Tennessee

Died:  1974

To see a picture of G.W. Snedecor, click here:

http://www.hbcollege.com/business_stats/kohler/biographical_sketches/bio17.1.html

George received a B.S. in 1905 in mathematics and physics from the University of Alabama.  He then went on to the University of Michigan where he obtained his Masters Degree in 1913 in physics.  He then went to Iowa State College, now known as Iowa State University, where he was a mathematics professor.  Snedecor taught the first ever statistics course at Iowa State in 1915.  


While he was at Iowa State, George collaborated with Henry A. Wallace, who later become Vice President of the United States.  Together, they were responsible for pioneering work in the field of agriculture research and also in the use of punch cards and punch card machines.  They published a joint paper in 1925, Correlation and Machine Calculation, established a Mathematical Statistical Service in 1927, and founded the Iowa Statistical Laboratory in 1933.


George invited Sir R.A. Fisher to Iowa State in 1931, a meeting which had a very positive influence on George.  Snedecor went on to found the first ever statistics department in the United States at Iowa State.  He also served as President of the American Statistical Association in 1948.  


One of George’s most famous publications, which was ultimately co-authored with William G. Cochran, was Statistical Methods, first published in 1937.  By 1972, the book had already sold nearly 125,000 copies and was on its’ 7th edition.  Another important contribution Snedecor made during his lifetime was the F-test.  The F-test is a significance test of the fitted model to determine the probability that the variances of two independent samples are identical.  During his lifetime, Snedecor made many important contributions to the field of statistics, including experimental design.
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