Indra Mohan Chakravarti

Born:  April 8, 1928 in Nawabganj, Bengal

Died:  April 16, 2002 in Chapel Hill, North Carolina

To see a picture of I.M. Chakravarti, click here:

http://www.stat.unc.edu/faculty/chakrav.html

In 1944, Chakravarti took the Calcutta Univesity Matriculation Examination, which he scored in the top ten out of 35,000 students.   He attended Calcutta’s Presidency College, which had a newly created undergraduate Statistics Honors program.  Indra graduated top of his class with a B.S. and M.S. in statistics.   


He began doing research at the Indian Statistical Institute in 1952, where he obtained his PhD in 1954.  Between the years of 1959 to 1964, Indra traveled to several universities, including the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, the Case Institute of Technology in Cleveland, and the University of Geneva in Switzerland. In 1964, Chakravarti returned to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where he became a statistics professor in 1968 and remained throughout the rest of his career.  


Initially, Indra was interested in sample surveys and finite population sampling, statistical inference, and the design and analysis of experiments.   However, his whole perspective changed after meeting with fellow professor R.C. Bose.  He then became more interested in the design of experiments, error correcting codes, and combinatorial mathematics.  


During his lifetime, he had nearly 100 publications, nearly half of which were in the fields of experimental design and combinatorial mathematics.  I.M. Chakravarti made many accomplishments during his lifetime, especially in the area of experimental design.  He remained interested in the area of statistics until almost the very end of his life.
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